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Use of electronic information sources by researchers in Arts

Abstract:

The main aim of this study is to know the Use of electronic information sources by
researchers who publish their scientific researches in the journal of Faculty of Arts,
Alexandria University, and measuring their dependence on these kinds of information
resources in their scientific papers versus traditional information resources. It also aims to
know the nature of electronic information resources, on which they depend on and its
languages, and to identify the difference between academic researchers and other
researchers in relying on electronic sources of information . The study depended on citation
analysis as a tool to achieve its objectives, the study had analyzed citations that are
contained in the journal of Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University arts magazine in the last
decade (2005-2015) which was 23 issues, containing 408 articles, 124 of them (30.4%)
included electronic citations, the average number of electronic citations per article is 5.8.
Library and Information Science Department articles ranked first in the percentage of articles
that include electronic citations (100%) followed by French language and Sociology
departments' articles, where the proportion of articles that include electronic citations is
66.6% of the total articles in the magazine issues analyzed. The less cited electronic
information sources are in Phonetics and Eastern languages departments' articles (0.8%
each), and although the Department of history and the Egyptian and Islamic monuments and
Arabic language Department came in the first and second places in the total of published
articles in the journal, the articles that include citations to electronic information sources
reached only 14.5% and 7.2% respectively. The Arabic language ranked first in the languages
of electronic information sources cited (44.5%), followed by English language (38.9%).
Atrticles are the primary form of electronic information sources that have been cited (48.7%),
followed by general Web articles (29.1%). 55.4% of electronic citations include complete
bibliographic data, while 44.6% of citations have incomplete bibliographic data and some are
inaccurate. Career affiliation had impact on the use of electronic information sources; the
study proved statistically higher proportion of citing electronic information resources among

researchers who belong to academic institutions than other researchers.
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