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Abstract;

The orange economy has emerged as one of the terms used to describe a type of
economy through color classification. It represents a vital sector that reflects the
relationship between creativity and sustainable development, contributing to
improved economic growth rates and the creation of new job opportunities. The
present study aims to explore the role of Arab and foreign public libraries in enhancing
cultural and creative industries within the orange economy. This was achieved through
an analysis of the websites of a sample of Arab and foreign public libraries based on
the Global Innovation Index 2024.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and employs a review tool for
data collection and analysis. Among the key findings, public libraries under study
contributed 75% to enhancing the orange economy, placing them in the category of
very good libraries. The Mohammed bin Rashid Library and the Boston Public
Library ranked first, with a contribution of 89% in digital access and electronic
services. The libraries under study had an 83% adoption rate of mobile applications.
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Regarding cultural identity, music, performing arts, and media sectors, the role of
public libraries reached 92%, classifying them as excellent libraries. The contribution
of Arab libraries to the design and digital creativity sector was 86%, compared to 57%
for foreign libraries. In terms of social and economic returns, public libraries'
contribution stood at 56%.

The study recommends adopting supportive policies for creative industries by
allocating budgets to fund innovation and creativity projects within libraries, enacting
legislation to protect intellectual property and support cultural entrepreneurs and
introducing innovative cultural festivals and events through competitions in media
innovation and design to attract talented individuals. Furthermore, it suggests
measuring the social and economic impact of public libraries by issuing annual reports
on the effects of cultural and creative activities on the local economy and promoting
domestic tourism as a means to enrich cultural life.

Keywords: Orange Economy — Creative Economy — Cultural Industries — Creative
Industries — Public Libraries — Information Institutions — Global Innovation Index.
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