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Arabic Open Access Journals in Library and

Information Science

Abstract:

Open Access is no longer an optional scholarly communication method; it is currently the
only method available to scholars and libraries to face the lack of information resources,
which was a result of budget cuts. Open Access information resources must be accessed
through the public internet without obstacles. With the wide spread of the internet in the
Arab World, there is an increased interest in Arabic Open Access information resources.

So, the aim of this study is to examine Arabic Open Access journals in libraries and
information science features in-depth: to know them well, and to know why only two journals
among many are included in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), which includes
open access journals in all disciplines and in all languages. Descriptive analytical
methodology is followed, and data was collected from journals' webpages using a refereed
checklist. The study concluded that there are twenty four Arabic open access journals
specialized in library and information science, and they issued in eight Arabic countries,
Egypt the first among them. All these journals are refereed, and they issued mostly from
academic departments and centers, followed by scientific associations. Most of these journals
are covered by indexing services, some of them indexed in more than one service, and Dar
Al Mandumah is the first service which covers these journals. Few journals declare that they
are open access, even fewer declare the creative commons they use, CC BY-NC-ND being
the most used. Most Arabic LIS open access journals follow the golden road; authors pay an
APC, which is obvious in only one-third of the journals. Only two journals have an archiving
policy to keep their content, and only a quarter of journals apply a plagiarism policy. Most
journals offer statistics for viewing and downloading each article. The study also revealed
that Arabic LIS open access journals have many of DOAJ's requirements, but the procedures
of some journals' features need some changes. The most common requirements these journals
have are being referred and having an ISSN, and the least common are not having an
archiving policy and not identifying the creative commons they fellow.
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