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Abstract

The study is concerned with a sample of virtual
environments, through direct interaction and analytical
study of their sites, with the aim of benefiting from their
experience to develop a proposed vision for creating and
making available an Arab virtual environment specialized
in the field of information and libraries. The study was
based on the analytical description approach. It addressed:
what the virtual environment is, the reality of information
institutions and libraries, as well as all of its advantages and
disadvantages in this environment.

The theoretical approach was paved for the applied study,
which dealt with: seven foreign virtual environments that
are considered the most efficient environments -
according to the results of a number of previous studies —
by applying the virtual environment scale of the
Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL),
affiliated with the American Library Association
(American Library Association (ALA), as a standard tool
for application to the investigated virtual environments,
with the aim of identifying their reality and benefiting
from them when developing a vision for the targeted Arab
virtual environment.

The study found that there was variation across

environments in the degree of overall application of the
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standards. The Second Life environment came in first

place, with a score of 92.3%, followed by the Gaia Online
and Acive Worlds environments, with rates of 81.1% and
79.2%, respectively. With standards varying in degree of
application; The support standard came in first place, with
a rate of 96.42%, followed by the interactive and then
information technology standards, with rates of 94.42%
and 80%, respectively.

Conclusion

The possibility of benefiting from the experiences of the
researched virtual environments - in a way that does not
conflict with Arab culture and ethics - when planning to
create and make available the Arab virtual environment
(interaction).

The researcher recommended:

Creating and making available an Arab virtual
environment specialized in the field of information and
libraries. The researcher proposed a plan for it in item (3),
and entitled: “Planning to create and make available an
Arab virtual environment specialized in the field of
libraries and information (interaction)”.

Descriptors: virtual environment; virtual libraries;
EnvironmentSecond life; active worlds environment;

Gaia Online environment; worlds.com environment;
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croquet environment; Habbo environment; IMVU

environment; environment (interaction)
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